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According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, children who are proficient in reading by the
end of third grade are more likely to graduate from high school and be economically 
successful in adulthood. However, many underserved populations are lacking the quality 
literacy skills essential for future success in school and life. While the nation’s reading 
proficiency rates have improved for most demographic groups over the last decade, large 
disparities still exist by race an income status. Kansas is among the states where the 
literacy achievement gap widened. A national assessment for educational progress study 
(NAEP) shows that the gap in proficiency between low income and high-income Kansas 
students grew from 24 percent to 32 percent over the last ten years. 

Literacy Day at the Capitol will address the literacy achievement gap in the state of 
Kansas by mobilizing high school students to be leaders in literacy and raise their voices 
to bring awareness to the critical issue. 

High school students from across Kansas will converge on the Kansas State Capitol for 
Literacy Day, Thursday, March 28, 2018. Our theme for the day is “Why Reading 
Matters.”  The day will feature panel discussions, workshops and the opportunity to
network and discuss these important issues with state leaders. We will also recognize a 
Kansas youth with the “Outstanding Youth Literacy Advocate” during our Literacy 
Champions Luncheon (see enclosed nomination form for more information). 

“Why Reading Matters”
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8:00 am- Arrive and check in 

9:00 am - Picture with Governor, Ceremonial Office 

10:00 am- Capitol Tour for students and volunteers 

to learn about the history of the Capitol building. 

10:45 am- Arrive at House Chamber 

11:00 am- Resolution on House Floor- Rep. K.C. 

Ohaebosim 

11:40 am- Literacy Champions Luncheon 

- Rotunda Event announcing the 2018 

“Outstanding Youth Literacy Advocate” Award 

- Panel Discussion – “Why Reading Matters” 

12:40- 1 pm- Break 

1:15- 1:40 pm- Advocacy Workshop 
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2:00 pm- Resolution on Senate Floor- Senator 

Oletha Faust Goudeau 

2:40 pm- Legislative Meetings where teams will 

schedule and meet with legislators to discuss the 

importance of literacy issues 

3:10 pm- Group picture on Capitol Steps 

3:30pm- Depart 

10:00 am-2pm- Booths 

We will have booths featuring our partnering 

organizations and sponsors in the Rotunda to 

share information about their mission 

Tentative Schedule
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NOMINATION FORM
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Description: The involvement of our state’s youth in children’s literacy awareness and service is particularly 
important because our youth are indeed Kansas’ future leaders.  In recognition of our youth advocates that 
are shaping tomorrow, Storytime Village, Inc. will present an award to an outstanding youth literacy 
advocate at Literacy Day at the Capitol on March 28, 2018, in Topeka, KS.   

Award Criteria: The “Outstanding Youth Literacy Advocate” Award will be presented to a youth individual 
(defined as someone under 18, or still in high school), that through their dedication, leadership and 
creativity have positively impacted Kansas children through literacy.  Some examples of literacy service 
considered for the award include, but not limited to, reading to elementary students, volunteering at a local 
library, conducting a book drive, and distributing books to underserved children. 

Nomination Requirements: Only complete nominations will be considered. The deadline for nomination is 
March 9, 2017. All submissions must be emailed to priscabarnes@storytimevillage.org. Please contact Prisca 
Barnes at 316-350-4511 with any questions.  The award winner will be notified by March 16, 2018. 

Contact information for Individual SUBMITTING NOMINATION 

Full Name: __________________________________________Street Address: _____________________________ 

City/State: ____________________________________________________Zip Code:_________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________Phone Number: ______________________________ 

Contact information for YOUTH AWARD NOMINEE 

Full Name: __________________________________________Street Address: _____________________________ 

City/State: ____________________________________________________Zip Code:_________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________________Phone Number: ______________________________ 

Date of Birth: _______________________________________ 

Please describe why you or the nominee should receive the 2018 
 “Outstanding Youth Literacy Advocate” Award: (500 words or less) 
Attach to the application.  


